
CHARLESTON AND SURROUNDING AREAS SHORT TERM RENTAL (STR) GUIDE: 

QUICK LOOK & INVESTOR SNAPSHOT

Charleston, SC

James Island, SC
Folly Beach, SC

Johns Island, SC Isle of Palms, SC

Summerville, SC

Yes (400 Cap)
Entire Homes, ADUs, Rooms
400
Annual STR Permit (Part/Full), 
Business License
No Multifamily/Old Village, Tax 
Rate Changes

STR Allowed?

Types Allowed

Permit Cap

Licensing Requirements

Key Restrictions

Yes
Entire Homes, Owner & 
Non-Owner Rooms
60 per District (Exemptions)
STR Permit, Business License, 
Code Inspection, 24/7 Contact
No Events, One Permit/Parcel, 
Occupancy & Parking Rules

Yes
Entire Homes, Owner & 
Non-Owner Rooms
60 per District (Exemptions)
STR Permit, Business License, 
Code Inspection, 24/7 Contact
No Events, One Permit/Parcel, 
Occupancy & Parking Rules

STR Allowed?

Types Allowed

Permit Cap

Licensing Requirements

Key Restrictions

James Island, SC

Isle of Palms, SC

Folly Beach, SC

Johns Island, SC

Yes
Entire Units, Rooms (Conditional 
Zones)
None
Lodging Use Permit/Special 
Exception, Business License 
Conditional Use Zones, BZA 
Approval

STR Allowed?

Types Allowed

Permit Cap

Licensing Requirements

Key Restrictions

Yes (Owner-Occupied Only)
ADUs, Spare Bedrooms
None
STR Permit, Business License, 
Proof of Primary Residence 
Owner On-Site, Max 4 Adults, 
One Unit

STR Allowed?

Types Allowed

Permit Cap

Licensing Requirements

Key Restrictions

Same as City of Charleston: 
owner-occupied only 
Charleston Rules Apply 
City of Charleston STR Permit 
Same as City of Charleston 
rules; must be owner-occupied

STR Allowed?

Types Allowed

Permit Cap

Licensing Requirements

Key Restrictions

West Ashley, SC

Yes (Owner-Occupied Only)
�Â�ê�á�Ø�å� �Â�Ö�Ö�è�ã�Ü�Ø�×���Å�â�â�à�æ���›���¦�œ
None
B&B Permit, Business License, 
Residency Proof, Plans
�Â�ê�á�Ø�å���Â�á� �Æ�Ü�ç�Ø�Ÿ���À�Ô�ë���¦���Å�â�â�à�æ�Ÿ��
No Separate Units

STR Allowed?

Types Allowed

Permit Cap

Licensing Requirements

Key Restrictions

Yes (800 Cap)
�¸�á�ç�Ü�å�Ø���»�â�à�Ø�æ���›���¨���µ�Ø�×�å�â�â�à�æ�œ
800
Business License, STR 
Registration, Provisional License 
Option
Waitlist, Min Stay 28 Nights, No 
Transfers

STR Allowed?

Types Allowed

Permit Cap

Licensing Requirements

Key Restrictions

Yes (Owner-Occupied Only)
ADUs, Spare Bedrooms
None
STR Permit, Business License, 
Proof of Residence
Owner On-Site, Max 4 Adults, 
One Unit

STR Allowed?

Types Allowed

Permit Cap

Licensing Requirements

Key Restrictions

Yes
Entire Homes, Condos
None
Business License, 
Income-Based STR License
Income Fees, Combined Tax 
Rate

STR Allowed?

Types Allowed

Permit Cap

Licensing Requirements

Key Restrictions

Yes
Subject to HOA and town approval
None
HOA + Town Permit Rules 
STR Permit + SIPOA Compliance
Minimum night stays, inspections, 
and zoning compliance

STR Allowed?

Types Allowed

Permit Cap

Licensing Requirements

Key Restrictions

Yes
Limited/Extended/Commercial
Nights Cap (72/144)
County Zoning Permit, Business 
License, BZA Approval for EHR
72/144 Night Caps, Zoning 
Limits, One Contract

STR Allowed?

Types Allowed

Permit Cap

Licensing Requirements

Key Restrictions

Yes (400 Cap)
Entire Homes, ADUs, Rooms
400
Annual STR Permit (Part/Full), 
Business License
No Multifamily/Old Village, Tax 
Rate Changes

STR Allowed?

Types Allowed

Permit CapPermit Cap

Licensing Requirements

Key Restrictions

Summerville, SC

Charleston, SC

Yes
Entire Units, Rooms (Conditional 
Zones)
None
Lodging Use Permit/Special 
Exception, Business License 
Conditional Use Zones, BZA 
Approval

STR Allowed?

Types Allowed

Permit Cap

Licensing Requirements

Key Restrictions

Yes (Owner-Occupied Only)
ADUs, Spare Bedrooms
None
STR Permit, Business License, 
Proof of Primary Residence 
Owner On-Site, Max 4 Adults, 
One Unit

STR Allowed?

Types Allowed

Permit Cap

Licensing Requirements

Key Restrictions

One Unit

Daniel Island, SC

Seabrook Island, SC

North Charleston, SC

Mount Pleasant, SC

Whether you're eyeing a beachfront Airbnb in Isle of Palms or a mid-term rental for 

travel nurses in West Ashley, understanding The Charleston Area’s short-term rental 

rules is key to a successful investment. Our comprehensive guide—powered by 

Richter & Co., the #1 real estate team in Charleston—helps you compare cities, 

uncover investor-friendly zones, and explore high-ROI alternatives like 90+ day 

furnished rentals.  Download the spreadsheet, explore your options, and let us 

help you unlock the most pro�table path forward.  Reach out at 

https://bestcharlestonagents.com to get started.
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